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STA!l!E3ENT OF CONGRESSMAN JOIIIV E, FOGARTY, DEMOCRAT OF RHODE .ISLAND, 
ON HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY, 

Tomorrow, I shal l  ask for the creation of a Special Committee 

of the House of Representatives t o  begin an immediate, sweeping investi-  

gation and study of one of our nation's chief causes of death - t r a f f i c  

f a t d i t i e s  on our s t r e e t s  and highways. The National Safety Council 

reports that traffic accident deaths have reached a new time high of 

over 40,000 f o r  the year 1956 and forecasts future leve ls  of auto deaths 

as ever-rising, It calla the s i tua t ion  a "national This is 

enough t o  shock us out of the complacency i n  which we, as a nation, are 

seemingly situated.  

I believe it i s  high time we tackled t h i s  problem on a national 

l eve l  because obviously w e  are not doing an effect ive job on a state by 

s t a t e  basis. 

For many y e a s  I have fought for  federal  leadership i n  combatting 

the twin e v i l s  of heart disease and cancer which claim so many American 

l ives .  

t o  lead the way i n  those f i e l d s  as w e l l  as i n  a l l i e d  f i e l d s  such as 

developing programs f o r  a l leviat ion and rehabi l i ta t ion  of our mentally 

retarded and mentally ill. We a r e  making progress i n  those f ie lds .  

we profit l i t t l e  as a nation t o  seek t o  sustain l i f e  i n  one way and at the  

stme t i m e  stand helpleS8ly by and watch t r a f f i c  d i sas te rs  snuff out o r  

t e r r i b l y  maim otherwise healthy l ives ,  some of which are jus t  beginning. 

In some measure I have succeeded i n  get t ing our federal government 

But 

D r .  Paul Dudley White of Boston, who has stood shoulder t o  shoulder 

with me i n  our e f for t  t o  preserve and promote national health and saf'ety 

has spoken t o  me about the necessity for a federal  attack on t h i s  problem. 

The doctor has pointed out that  accident8 rank as the t h i r d  major cause of 

death i n  th i s  country following closely those at t r ibutable  t o  heart  diseaee 

and cancer , Doctor White fur ther  s ta tes :  "Automobile accidents and 

especial ly  those due t o  speed should be considered a major public health 

challenge today," 

personally, Intend t o  t r y  t o  do something about it. 

Certainly the  s i tua t ion  c r i e s  out for remedy and I, 
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J u s t  how or  where we should move on a national l eve l  t o  curb and 

control it can be bes t  answered after a congressional investigation 

and study. Whether sa fe ty  factors  have kept abreast of our super-powered 

new motors is  a problem which the National Safety Council highlights. 

We all know tha t  we now have cars capable of producing rates of speed i n  

excess of the capacit ies of many of our highways and probably beyond the 

capacity of many of our drivers. 

appropriate for  a i r c r a f t  than for  any type of ground vehicle. 

long we can safe ly  continue t o  raise horsepower under present t r a f f i c  and 

roadway conditions i s  something which needs sound study and investigation 

now. 

hazards, and I would hope that the insurance industry, as w e l l  as the motor 

industry, t r a f f i c  experts and people everywhere w i l l  cooperate t o  help us 

f ind  the answer. I will welcome suggestions or recommendations fPom 

interested people everywhere. 

Some of these bear brand names more 

Jus t  how 

Soaring insurance rates t e l l  the  s tory  of the increase i n  t r a f f i c  

President Eisenhower has recognized the need for a program of 

national t r a f f i c  safety, and at the White House Conference on Highway Safety 

on February 17, 1954, he said: 

States talres 38,000 American l i ves  i n  one yew, it becomes a national 

problem of the first importance, a problem fo r  a l l  of us, f o r  every c i t izen ,  

It i s  one of these problems which by i ts  nature has no easy solution. It is  

many sided." 

'When any par t icular  ac t iv i ty  i n  the United 

Today, our t r a f f i c  deaths and in jur ies  are even greater, and I believe 

it may be necessary f o r  us t o  crack down with appropriate federal  legis la-  

t i o n  which we can promptly accomplish a f t e r  we have concluded our investiga- 

t ion.  

Doctor White is  coming t o  see me here i n  Washington on Saturday morning, 

Januasy 12. I have also invi ted the President of t h e  National Safety Council, 

Ned Demborn, and Harry I. Kirk, President of the American Automobile Associa- 

t ion,  t o  join us at  t ha t  time. 

of approaching t h i s  most serious national problem. 

We intend t o  explore the  best possible means 


